
Recollections of Summer Past 

 Being at a ranch that is designed to help kids see the beauty of Christ through what He has done with horses, I would 

think that my best opportunity for mentoring the kids would be while they were on horses. While this is often true, I have found 

that sometimes the best thing to do is maybe not even use a horse! It sounds weird, but sometimes doing other things around the 

ranch is the best way to minister to the kids. An example of this is when I took two boys up to the haystacks and we just started 

playing tag. I wouldn’t have thought that we would have time to talk while playing, but I found that in the times that we took a 

break from playing tag, we actually got into some deep conversations. Even though I had previously mentored both boys with 

horses, I found that playing and just interacting with them helped them open up about struggles in their lives! 

 Horses can also have a great impact by creating a bridge to share the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Two young girls wanted to 

ride a certain horse, which they obviously couldn't do at the same time. I had them pair up together and teach each other how to 

ride. They basically took my job over and mentored each other on the horse. This different and fun time with them built a bridge 

of friendship between the three of us that allowed me to talk to them about Jesus as we were eating our popsicles and petting 

horses at the end of our session. I also found that they were more eager to hang out with me on later visits to the ranch. I have 

seen this happen with other mentors as well. It has been a great blessing to see kids grow fond of their mentors after just a few 

times at the ranch! I wish I could tell more stories of what went on this last summer at the ranch. If you see me around, ask me 

about getting roped by 10 kids, or walking through the corrals in Muck Boots because of the rainiest spring ever, or about being 

with the Mustangs on Thursday nights doing chores. There’s so much that God has done in my life and in the kids’ lives at the 

ranch! It is truly a blessing to be a part of it! — Nick Peterson, Mentor and Maintenance Man 

 Howdy y’all! I’d have to say that my favorite MINT-y memory of this summer has to do with watching our Senior MINTs in 

action. As some of you know, our Senior MINTs are 16-18 years old, and they have typically come through at least a portion of our 

JR MINT (12-14 years old) and MINT Challenge (15 years old) programs. This year we had 5 of them. Three of them have been 

coming since they were 12 or 13 years old. Because of this, what stood out to me was how much they had grown since they first 

came here—some of them in stature, but all of them in their relationships with Jesus our Lord, in their riding abilities, and in their 

desire and ability to mentor those who are younger than them. This year they helped lead activities and teach skills to the kids in 

Kiddie Corral, helped the JR MINTs review material, assisted with our beginner riders, and were a great example to the JR MINTs of what a young 

lady maturing in the Lord can look like. They are fun (even goofy occasionally), caring, humble, proactive in creating and maintaining good  

relationships with people, and quick to serve. They were a joy to me and caused me to praise God for all that He has done in them and in our  

program for them. They were, as we often joke out here, a breath of fresh (MINTy) air. My thanks to each one of you who personally supports the 

ranch with your time, prayers, or money. Each thread is incredibly valuable! — Jenny Wielenga, MINT Mentor and Program Director 

B
re

a
k

a
w

a
y

 Y
o

u
th

 R
a

n
c

h
 

  Fall  2018 

Donations have been made to honor these special people for their BIRTHDAY: 

John & Tricia Richardson, Jack Sparlin, Doug Richardson, Kylee Reichman, Lois Richardson, Susan Richardson, and Jamie Sparlin 

 One of the things we ask of the kids who come to ride is that they at least try to carry their own saddles. After our 7th summer of gen-

eral sessions, it has been a real blessing to see benefits of this simple act. It’s amazing how hoisting the saddle on their hip and hooking their el-

bow around that horn helps each kid feel like a “real cowboy/cowgirl.” Sometimes the saddles are too heavy and they carry the saddle pad, or 

maybe they just need a hand, but either way, we are there beside them. This summer, I’ve been thinking a lot about God’s Words in Galatians 6:2

-5 when Paul writes about sin and temptation, “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way, you will fulfill the law of Christ.” Verse 5 states, “…for 

each one should carry his own load.” Each one of us have certain responsibilities and struggles in this life and we are to “carry our own load.” But 

it is also said that we are to “carry each other’s burdens.” I struggled for a while thinking these two things contradicted each other, but now I  

realize that we are to do both! There are times when we all need help with our “saddles” or someone to walk beside us lending a hand, but we 

are still responsible to carry our own load. This summer was such a blessing for me to see so many kids, mentors, and volunteers walking  

side-by-side, encouraging and loving each other through struggles and joys of life. I am so thankful for the opportunity God allows me to be a part 

of the lives of such amazing kids and families. — Amanda Reichman, Mentor and Executive Director 



  263 Cottonwood Road, Cardwell, MT 59721 
Breakawayyouthranch.org 

(406) 581-5488 (Amanda) or (231) 649-9400 (Jenny)  
   breakaway.y.r@gmail.com 

Fall Fun Day 

Saturday, October 13     

4 — 7pm   

Breakaway Youth Ranch 

 

 

Chili Contest, Fall /Ranch themed 

crafts, Contests, Games, Called  

Dancing, Cider Pressing. . .  

What could possibly be more fun? 

Dust off the crock-pots, the dancing 

boots, the crafting skills and the  

competitive spirits and join us for a 

wonderful time celebrating all that 

God has done this year.  

Help spread the word! Download printable  

posters and invitations from:  

breakawayyouthranch.org. (Or, we can email 

them to you!) Take them to school, church, 

homeschool co-ops, work, etc.  

Driving Directions: Take Exit 267 off I-90. Turn 

south and follow Cottonwood Rd. 2 1/2 miles  

until you see the big red barn! 

Chili Contest Instructions: Arrive promptly at 

4pm with a pot of your “world famous” chili, take 

a number at the door, place your chili & number 

on the table, have fun! 

Save the Dates:  

October 13 Fall Fun Day 
December 8 Come see us at the Festival of Lights in Belgrade 

Horse of the Quarter: 
Lucky is a large sorrel horse who 

is a great example of adjusting 

to what comes our way in life. 

He came to BYR because of a 

life changing accident. On a trip 

home from the Bob Marshall  

Wilderness, the trailer door 

came open. A mule fell out first and his halter broke so that he  

sustained minimal injuries. Lucky also fell out of the open door 

but his halter didn’t break and he was dragged on the ground 

long enough to sustain a large hip wound. Before the injury, he 

was a wonderful mountain trail riding horse. His owner doctored 

him for a year before deciding that Lucky wouldn’t be able to 

handle extreme mountain trails again. He contacted BYR to 

see if we could use him. We took one look at Lucky and said, 

“absolutely.” Now Lucky spends his days doing what he can for 

kids (and mentors!) at the ranch. Because he is so big compared 

to our other horses, and lively to boot, he isn’t chosen by as 

many kids as Snow or Cookie. But those who are courageous 

enough to try him often find  

themselves having the most fun 

and exhilarating ride of their  

season. He is a great step up 

from our older horses for kids 

who are ready. We look forward 

to many more years with him in 

our herd! 

  

       It has been a real blessing to seek to serve the MMF this summer. BYR 

was able to provide 33 gift-cards with the change from our wheelbarrow  

fundraiser and with help from the Belgrade Dairy Queen. These were put 

into gifts for officers, firefighters, and ambulance crews along with  

encouraging hand-painted rocks and hand-crafted cards made by our MINTs. 

Several MINTs, Mustangs, and other volunteers were also able to help at the 

two car washes held by MMF to honor and serve our local law enforcement. 

Race To The Finish Line 
 Fundraiser Update:  

       A HUGE thank you to everyone who helped us 

with this event again. Because of you we raised 

over $2,000! A special thanks to the 20+ people 

who came and worked hard in a manner that was 

encouraging to us and was a good testament to 

our Lord Jesus. You were salt and light! 

The MMF will have merchandise available  

  for purchase at our Fall Fun Day! 


