
Spring Thaw 

IN MEMORY OF: Myrl Goodwin, Vivian Degel, Al & Jeanne Bodle, Duke Jr. Womack, Mary Jo Waugh,  

                             Don Nelson, Cliff Klemo 
 

BIRTHDAYS:      Jamie Sparlin, John Richardson, Brenda Sparlin, Brent & Amanda Reichman  

Donations have been made to honor these special people:  

Below are some of the sounds of Spring out at the ranch. Can you guess what 
makes each sound? (Answers on back of page.) 
 

1) “Squelch, Squelch, Squelch, Splish, Splash, Splash, Splish.” (x 17) 
2) “Vrrrmmmm! Flibpt, Flupbt, Flibpt, Flupbt.”  
3) “Fooosssshhhhssshhh, FoooossssSSHHHHHSsssshh, Fsssshhhhhh.” 
4) “Bzzzbzzbzzz, tick, tick, tick, tick, tick, bzzzzzz, tick, tick, tick.” 
 

These sounds, along with the sound of LOTS of melting snow running from the hills to the valleys, birds 
singing in the trees, and fire crackling in our burning barrel, are all becoming a more regular part of daily 
life as things thaw at the ranch and we start to clean up after a VERY cold and snowy winter. Sure, we 
know that we will still get some more snow (in fact, it’s snowing at this very moment), but it’s encourag-
ing that the world is starting to think about Spring. 
 

So what have we been doing at the ranch during this long, cold winter? We have been caring for the 
critters, trying to keep drinking water thawed out, plowing our driveways, updating our website, visiting 
churches, catching up on paperwork (not sure that’s actually possible), writing notes to kids who visited 
us this past summer, having board meetings (“Thank you Amanda, Brent, Nolan, Andrea & Ryan”), re-
vising programs (we are excited for the changes we’ve made for this year), hiring Andy Gerlach to do 
some significant “property-improvement” projects (just wait until you see the place!), hosting a weekly 
youth group, applying for a grant to improve our riding arena (which we received—yahoo!) etc. etc. etc. 
It may slow down around here during the winter, but there still seems to be plenty to do. 
 

Watching the river created by all the melting snow a couple weeks ago was a fun adventure. It’s amaz-
ing what a heavy snow followed by warm temperatures and sunshine can do.  
 

What do rivers remind you of? Do they bring fear to mind? Peace? Do they make you think of green 
things growing, or of muddy, trash-infested flood plains? Water is necessary, useful, beautiful and even 
inviting; but it can also be deadly, ugly, earth-changing, and terrifying. Check out all these different  
references to water in the Bible:  
“As drought and heat consume the snow waters, so the grave consumes those who have sinned.” * 
“I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing; I have come into deep waters, where the floods  
overflow me.”  

“For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, and hewn themselves 
cisterns—broken cisterns that can hold no water.”  
“Rivers of water run down from my eyes, because men do not keep Your law.”  
“O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; my soul thirsts for You; my flesh longs for You in a dry and thirsty land 
where there is no water.”  
“He sent from above, He took me, He drew me out of many waters.”  
“Jesus answered and said to her, ‘Whoever drinks this water will thirst again, but whoever drinks of the water that I 
shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him will become in him a fountain of water springing up 
into everlasting life.”’  
“He who believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.”  
“He makes me to lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside the still waters.”  
“[L]et us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and 
our bodies washed with pure water.”  
“And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 
In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding 
its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse, but 
the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him.”  
 

What sort of waters do you find in your life? May they be clean, life-giving and satisfying to your soul. 

* References in order of appearance: Job 24:19, Psalm 69:2, Jeremiah 2:13, Psalm 119:136, Psalm 63:1, 2 Samuel 22:17, John 4:13-14, John 7:38, Psalm 23:2,  

   Hebrews 10:22, Revelation 22:1-3 
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 Written by Jenny W. 



  263 Cottonwood Road, Cardwell, MT 59721    
                Breakawayyouthranch.org 

    (406) 581-5488 (Amanda) or  

       (231) 649-9400 (Jenny)  
     breakaway.y.r@gmail.com 

Horse of the Month 

Kipper is the oldest horse on the ranch (turning a respectable 30 years old 

this year!). He also has the distinction of being the first horse donated to 

us. Kipper has been a keeper since that very first day—bringing joy in so 

many ways to so many people. Not only does he seem to genuinely enjoy 

the little kids that we put on his back, he always greets life (and his  

evening grain) with excitement, friendliness and contentment. It’s hard not 

to smile when you are met by Kipper’s shining eyes, fuzzy little black ears, 

and friendly nicker. One of his chief joys in life is getting groomed. He will 

stand for hours with droopy eyes, contented ears, and lower lip twitching 

with pleasure as little hands do their best to reach all the dirty, itchy  

places on his body. This horse is truly heartwarming, and we love him.  

Please  

Join Us!  

  - - 

  - Gettin’ the “Picture”:  
  

   - BBQ Pig Potluck (slow-roasted pork provided) 
      - Prizes to the ones who bring the most artistically  

         presented side-dish and dessert  

   - Ranch Painting Contest 

      - 5X5 canvases and paints provided for the adults. Age  
        divisions will be 10-15, 16-95. Best painting in 20  
        minutes wins a prize. Top three paintings from each  
        age group will be displayed at the ranch for the year. 
      - Paper & paint provided for kids 10 & under. Best  
         picture wins a prize. Top three will decorate the office. 

   -  
      - 9-Square, Arena Games (on foot), Extreme Folf 
      - Kid activities during Jam session 

   - -Sing-  Thing 

    - Please bring your musical instruments!  
        If you can play, sing, or nod your head  
         in rhythm, then you are sure to enjoy  
        this. We will provide sheets with the  
        chording for a basic group of songs,  
        but please bring your favorites along  
        as well.  
      - If you would like the names of the songs ahead  
         of time, please contact us! 

Fur Flying Fun Days 

Round One: Mar. 15-17 
Round Two: Apr. 13-14 & 17 
Please give Jenny a call at (231) 649-9400 to set up a time.  
All grooming sessions are weather dependent.  
 

 Wheelbarrow Fundraiser 
This year we will be raising funds to send packages & notes 
of encouragement to several local military families and the 

soldiers who are deployed. Please bring your loose change to 
help us fill our wheelbarrow! 

  Fur Flying Fun Days (Round 1) 

 Fur Flying Fun Days (Round 2) 

  Session Scheduling Opens 

  Spring Fling Thing 

  First Sessions! 

  Wild Horse Ministry Event 

Ranch “Spring Sounds” Answers 

1. Horses trotting through their pen and a large puddle 
2. Jenny’s car revving up as she drives through mud 
3. The wind blowing around the office 
4. A Spring fly trying to get out of the office window 


